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i But we early Peace,

fered from. those other activists who. blos-""
“soraed in the warr spring of John Kennedy's -,
*administration and flowered in the hol sums i

. BY MARY BLLEN STROTE;
“Orie night in 1064, desp in southern Chile;

*small group® of Peace Corps’yolunteers—:

Ymyseli: included—sat “necvously.: around’a-- ~ wmetof Lyndon- Johnson's:"We never Teally

FEerackiing old radio in an il-heated Patagoni- = ‘putourselves on the ne, never visked going- |

O Y o e . . L . . . . . |

{"ap, boarding house. /¥ : z 4l . ito jail-or being shot-at. by national guards--

" e had gathered to listen io the results of - . “men. We were the darlings of the Democrats; B -
} irie Chilean presidential contest between Sal-: - “in the eyes of the right, we were harmless (it

Jvador Allende;. the Communist,: and Eduardo- -misguided) drearers. = it el EE Er

»Exel, the Christian Democrat.; We ware:wor-2 2o Our crusade was not to change American

i/ Tied: Somehow, our litde band off ideatistic’ : Usociety but to promote it. There was evert

ampaigrs - _ something typically American aboul. the con-

iing world-savers had become @

1:5_ue Sy e G S F g Sl S “tract.that set the terms.of our sacrifice. We
“:3n fact, since our arrival the year before,” _awould serve precisely. two. years, wilh free j
“wié hail been drawn into 2n unwiling, buk:. ‘medical care included. Radicals we werenat. 7
gnificant,i role in ABende's-campaign: For 4 TSt leftist eritics jwere mistakenwhen. "}
. mioaths he-had laced bs spesches with Cen- .} - . “ihey-claimed we had simply- found a Wiami
“ymciations of Peace Corzs rspies.” What if he ~bam-thank-you-ma'am - way* of - easing N
¢ ‘won? " Only ' half. . jokiingly;+we. wondered - - diceral guilf. In that innocent-year of 1663 wet
#whether-we “should flex immediately fo Ar-: ‘“had no real political consciences, just the car-
: g%gﬁna or wait for the Commuists fo kickus - nestness and simplicity of héart that maderus,]f
rpul s St s e -y : “’so-well suited to-the Pe 8. We board=
~'We might have been spared 2ll that worry 4 - ed the Panagra jet foPC’iiclg ggivgfirﬁi}g%ffeif
1f we-had known what the- Senate Intel-, ~xepresented not only the rasburce;but also
 Tigence ;Committee - reveeled earlier - this: -‘the good intentions of our government, &%

i iponth—that the Cental Intelligence Agency™, -~ The Chilean people generally received us.
pent 3 million -Americen doilars 1o insure well. They taught us to appreciate life at a

Torais wiet fry Thod —ation  Allnwino. Y : !
~rei's victory in.ihat eisction. Allowing for-: ‘ different- pace, -2nd - thank{ully ~accepled.

Z1he difference in peotlation between the two whatever we had to offer.” We -took.only:; :
LSO - e Aa PR ¢ ; .. N A o
- nations. thal sum was Lasn- equ:'- alent to a-. small steps, setting up a credit union here, a:
S50 million~ Campaign  contribution 1 the -cooperative nursery school there. -, Sl

TTfnited States, and it was only the beginning - . “one-day in 1665, ; oT QUE
United States, Was only iie BESLIUNG 7 t." Then, one day in 1665, news came over our,

L efia decade;of -American -infiltration - Iito< - B ! .
g&{ﬂiaﬁﬁf&&,i ‘3—': : S  frareit L scratchy ) TadEOS."_tth .A_mencan. Aroops-had; .
Bt of course, we idr't know. In 1964 we'i }c?*g?:jn E”E '.tf‘ebeDom‘thf“‘- Republic..-:Cur; B
T r 4 L _'-, Dok L% e i . . ] . Chile friends gan to logk at, s V,‘]{h the‘
v SRS e vy o
"5tiil believed the maxim that had been retier-- Stifabie. paranon. that -unites. al ,Laﬁnﬂ

Ate ahout. our Peace Corps training: | SO < )
ated throughout. our Peace Con o | JAmericans in the face of Yengui power, They

£ Asericans must “of Chile's political ! fa . X
f Axjericans must stay OUt of Chile's poulcal, cursed us for teasing them: into believing that
“process.; Such~ involvemént, swe-were' told, e thé Peace Corps truly represented American
“would be dangerous and counterproductive. - mattitudesy e et s e
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“+ Perhaps. our. willingness:, to®, accept- that
{<yarning—and to presume that it reflected an -
i across-the-board -State’, Department pelicy=
<only. proved our ingenuotsness. But then, we
f afnbassadors of 'Camelot were- probably ‘the .
“last generation of young people to hold an or--
_thodox faith in American government.. .
7 Most. of the Volimteers with mé that night.
Yvere members of the fence-straddling class of .|
“1963, neither cleatures of the bland 1950s nor. =
. passionate dissenters of the -1860s. My. own’~
.~ background was not atypical: Fresh from the 7|
2Young Republican Club at USC, edticated in”"
.the same conservative- environmént as” my y
_classmates Dwight Chapin and Donald Seg-
Zretti, I felt that even joining'the Peace Corps.
- vwas vaguely xadical. % 3T ;
}7 'The source of iny"new-found ‘activism was -
.ot outrage, but rathépprovéurRdriRales:
“pisra.- My real motivation”was the sort of ¥
¢ youthful syrapathy for the oppressed and-ex-
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